The construction of the Elbe bridge in 1422/ 23 unber the direction of ?9&1}5' %Lbartpm ’

By Dr. H. Haase (2024)
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On April 11, 1422, a pier of the stone brldge collapsed as a result of flooding of the Elbe Rlver Th|s was .' S
evidently the reason for the construction of a wooden bridge in front of Magdeburg's old town’. /1/ : '
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From the Magdeburg Schéppen Chronicle, Ms. boruss. fol. 172, Blatt CLv
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Freely translated (errors excepted):

Then, in the same year, 1422, the Magdeburg council, with the consent of the lay judges and all the'guilds,
decided, out of love for God, for the honor of the city, and for the comfort of pious peop/e to builda - :
wooden bridge across the Elbe River in front of the old city of Magdeburg and the dam opposite the br/dge
where the ferry had previously been. Many people didn't believe that a bridge across the Elbe Was_ possible
and were very skeptical. The council also had no one willing to be chosen as the future master builder. They
realized that this would bring immense work, worry, and effort, as well as significant business losses and
damage to their own efforts, especially given the uncertainty of the bridge's durability. They pondered this
matter at length.

There was a respectable man, a former council member, named Hans Schartow, a well-known and
esteemed man, who decided to undertake this construction project. To ensure they fulfilled their
commitments, they needed to select master builders, whom the council could not do without. They chose
Claus Klumpsilber, the former mayor, along with the proposed Hans Schartow, Ciriac* von Burg, and
Heinrich Hasse. These four agreed to initially establish the bridgehead on one side of the Elbe and then
extend the bridge across from there.

""Claus Klumpsilber was then entrusted with the office of mayor and confirmed by Archbishop Glinther

according to old custom. However, due to his official duties, he could no longer be as conscientious as he
would have liked. Nor was anyone willing to take his place. They shied away from the considerable
workload and the potential for oversight. Apart from the three aforementioned Hans Schartow, Ciriac von

Burg, and Heinrich Hasse, no one else was willing to undertake it, and the council refused to delegate

anyone.

There, with the help of all their trusted associates, they built this bridge and completed its construction.
They had a carpenter for the job, who was also a local citizen named Claus Schortekopf. They bought the
timber from the forest near Gusen**. The council also sent Marshal Nolte to Dresden. He brought the
council a raft from the Bohemian Forest, which was also used for the bridge. For this same raft, the
Magdeburg council had to pay Count Albrecht*** 300 guilders, which was a great hardship and loss for the
council.

These builders also installed large baskets along the banks of the Elbe River to prevent it from flooding the
marshes. This proved futile and did more harm than good, as the water overflowed the baskets, causing
significant erosion of the marshland.

* The chronicle states "Czyliacus". However, the name "Ciriac(i)" has been used in the von Burg family for generations. - i
Seal of 1384/ i

** Today's Gusen is north of Burg near Magdeburg

*** Albrecht 1l (c. 1375-14237), Elector and Duke of Saxe-Wittenberg

/1/ Hoffmann: History of the city of Magdeburg, Vol. 1, p. 357
/2/ Hertel: Charter book of the city of Magdeburg, Vol. 2, Plate Il
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