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In the year 1293, discord and quarrel arose in this city. Great changes and discord began before Candlemas (February 2nd).
Then, these masters—Hans von Honstein, the tailor; Til Weske, the furrier; Weske and Bete Konig; the mé_rchants; andone .
named Westphal—drafted a document and new laws. Among other things, they stipulated that'anyone who sat on the Prince's
Council, wore their clothing, or profited from it (beneficiary) should be expelled from the council. After drafting the document,
Hans von Honstein, Til Weske, Lenze Bonik, and Wolter von Schlanstedt went to the Holy Spirit Court to Henning Jans and Cones'
brother, pointed to the document, and declared, We do not mean your brother with this, even if we hate him in Colne (?), |f we
wish to expel him from the council. ; .
On the first Thursday of Lent, when the councilors were elected, Hans Honstein, Cone Janes, and Beteke Konig wer’e,chosen.
They expelled Cone Janes from the council because of old grievances he had instigated. Before Ascension Day, the councilors
sent word to the lay judges, requesting that they be given the lay judge's chamber. The lay judges replied that they would gladly
lend it to them. The councilors refused.

On the Saturday before the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, the councilmen and guild masters sent for all the lay Judges and told
them they should vacate the chamber they wanted. The lay judges replied, Gentlemen, the chamber belongs to us, and we built
it with our own money. We beg you to leave it, for it is ours by right. Then the councilmen and masters called out and spoke
very immodestly to the lay judges, demanding the ledgers in which the dissolutions (transfers of ownership) were recorded.
They demanded they be torn up and broken. The lay judges replied very modestly that this was not the case and‘asked them to
consider that these ledgers would benefit the city.

On the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul (June 29th), a great fire broke out, destroying St. John's Church, the town gates, and the
town hall. That evening, on the Feast of Saint Calixtus (October 13th), the councilmen, including Mayor Cone von Wellen, master
tailor Hans von Honstein, master grocer Till von Dodeleben, master furrier Till Weske, Hennig Wale, linen cutter Reineke Rolves,
master shoemaker Henning Hauwer, and Westphal, gathered. Together, they sent for the lay judges, requesting that they
appear unannounced the following day. The lay judges replied that they would gladly comply. Then Mayor Cone von Wellen

‘_declared that those gentlemen who failed to appear would no longer be citizens of the town.

Then the lay judges spoke, asking what value you placed on their words; surely you would have preferred us to explain it more

'clearly. At this, the shopkeeper Til von Dodendorf called out to the lay judges, saying that the doors were open and they could

leave whenever they wished. They could do without the lay judges. The lay judges replied, That may well be, but if it weren't for
us, it would be someone else

‘The next day, the lay judges arrived at the town hall at the appointed time. The councilmen and master craftsmen had blocked

all the doors to prevent anyone from leaving and approached the lay judges armed. ‘Hans von Honstein then spoke on behalf of
all the master craftsmen: Gentlemen lay judges, we speak to you in the name of the'’community, accusing you of treason, intent,
and false claims that the Emperor had sent for his dues, which is why you levied a tax and withheld the city's money. We
demand this money back from you. We also accuse you of conspiring with your friends and forming an alliance against the city.
What you truly want is to prevent anyone from becoming mayor, councilman, or lay judge, or even from entering the town hall,
except for those you choose. We also accuse you of purchasing entire shiploads of grain during the time of famine, bringing
them to your house, and then having them shipped out again from the town hall without the permission of the chamberlain.
You have also bought vast sums of silver, to the detriment of the city, for your friends, and used it to conduct business in
Flanders for your own benefit. Finally, you haven't paid a single tax for ten years, and when you do pay it, you take it back by
force.

The lay judges wanted to answer for their actions and offer their due. Then the masters called out and refused to let them
answer, declaring they would never escape, neither within the city nor beyond. The councilmen intervened and brokered an
amicable agreement between the masters and lay judges, stipulating that the masters, both great and small, and the
councilmen and lay judges would be of one mind and united, and that all the matter should be settled and forgotten. They
swore to this by the saints and would break it immediately if the masters and councilmen demanded the books in which the
succession of fiefs was recorded. The lay judges replied that presenting the books would be against the law they had sworn to.
Then the councilmen and masters said, Gentlemen, you are imprisoned here; you shall not leave unless we have the books. The
lay judges replied, Gentlemen, we do not like it when you commit violence against us and break the oath we swore. Then
Wesseke Keseling cried out, Even if the books were in the depths of hell, you must bring them forth today! They then tried to = <&
break the locks. Seeing their immodesty, and that there was no other way, the lay judges unlocked the doors and allowed them
access to the books. The lay judges kept the keys. The councilmen and masters promised them faithfully that they would not
commit any violence against the books. They also pledged to do nothing unlawful. And with that, they parted ways.

On the Thursday after St. Catherine's Day (November 25th), the councilmen and masters sent word to the lay judges, asking for
their advice on whether the succession to the fief, which had been placed under the royal ban and the jurisdiction of.the count

and mayor, should not be decided in the Burding (citizens' assembly/court). The lay judges requested time to consider the ;'-
matter until Saturday. They then returned and replied that they had consulted legal experts, laymen, and priests, and that it i
might not be right. If they gave their permission, they would be left without rights, their property would be confiscated from: the
lords, and they would fall under the imperial ban. Hans Honstein and Wesseke Keseling then spoke, saying that whether it was A g
right or wrong, it should be. The lay judges replied that this was violence, not justice. After St. Catherine's Day (November 25th‘)
the councilmen sent for the keys to the ledgers. When the lay judges refused to send them, they took them by force..- %,_-_._:;_' i
After the town hall had been rebuilt-and the councilmen had moved back in;the; !ayjudges went and politely requested that. © - -
their chamber be returned to.them, which they had willingly lent therh. The c_quicilmen acknowledged this, but anansw'e[,cqqli‘ T
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be given to the lay judges as to:-whether or not they would return the chamber. This was the chamb'e_l: that is now the master
chamber at the clothing depot. S :

Note:

4

Among the lay judges of that time was Heine von Schartow (1215-1294), who was from 1261 a lay judge at the Imperial Court of Lay-]‘hc}gigs in Magdeburg.

In 1294, the citizens purchased the office of burgrave from the Duke of Saxony for nine hundred marks and the'office__ of mayor
from the Lords of Etgersdorf for five hundred marks, entrusting these to the church, stipulating that the office of burgtave -
should not be granted against the will of the citizens, and the office of mayor should be bestowed by the'bishop upon a citizen
of their choosing. (...) The mayorship was first held by a man named Til WeRke, who was a master furrier in the same'year.
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Literature:
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In the year 1295, on Wednesday of Lent (March 2nd), the councilmen
sent word to the aldermen, declaring, We have consulted with our
most important citizens and decided that we have the right to do so
when many people come to us, unsure of their rights before the
mayor (judge). Therefore, you shall judge cases of wounds, debts,
violence (self-defense), trespassing, and highway robbery. Property
rights, on the other hand, shall be decided before us in the BurDing
(court assembly). We shall judge and decide on these' matters, as
well as on military wagers and the regulations governing peasant
inheritance and marriage.

The lay judges replied that they could not resist what they intended
to do. However, it would be against the emperor's law and against
the law that had been granted to the city and that it possessed. The
councilmen elected new lay judges and installed them on the bench,
as some of the lay judges had died. The old lay judges begged them
not to do this for the sake of the city and the entire country, for it
would be unjust, since no one may: elect lay judges but themselves.
They asked the councilmen to tell them whom they wanted, and
then they would gladly elect them and would not elect anyone else,
so that the city and the country would remain within the bounds of
justice.

None of this helped. When Archbishop Erich and the Burgrave
wanted to hold court on St. John's Day (June 24), the lay judges
appointed by the councilmen had to step down, and the old lay
judges elected new ones, some appointed by the councilmen and
some others*. The fact that the books were taken away from the lay
judges was partly due to their own complicity. This stemmed from
the fact that not everyone was equally permitted to search for and
clear inheritances, as | have heard it said, and that they had charged
too much for it. It was then decreed that no more than 14 pfennigs
should be paid for clearing an inheritance, and this rule is still in
effect.

* Among the newly elected lay judges was the knight Heinrich Heynemann
von Schartow (c. 1240-1304). He served as a lay judge from 1295 to 1304.

Translation from Middle Low Gernnan by Dr. H. Haase, 2026
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